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NOTES AND DISCUSSION. 

THE DISRAELI FAMILY. 

The ancestors of Lord Beaconsfield settled in Venice at about the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, and it will be interesting to 
publish three epitaphs of members of the Disraeli family who died 
in that city two centuries and a half ago. 

These epitaphs are taken from the same MS. from which I have 
already extracted the two hundred inscriptions published in my book 

d»j3n mr6. 

The first of the three now given dates from the year 1G31, and 
refers to a Leone Israeli. The second and third are the epitaphs of 
Esther and her husband Jacob Israeli, who died in 1632 and 1642 
respectively. In order to be buried near his wife, Jacob Israeli had 
erected his tombstone during his life-time, and the date of his death 
was subsequently added. The two-fold epitaph is a memorial of his 
love for his wife, " the ornament of her husband," with whom he 
wishes to be united again in death. 

1D3DD Ht rvix ^>V 
••xh wish diid rbv 
mn\ pxp nan rbv 
*iyy new W bx i»w 

W» flEM TOW 1333 

wd "in by liny d»jb 
nv it'x n»>3 imip i?ip 
wry ]i bx in^noo 

nvrb rby v>5vh ftomn 

"H3 yena 7X185* 



1 1 have added a free translation of this epitaph. It is impossible to 
preserve the plays upon words which occur in the original. I have also 
omitted the dates. 

' The " Lion " has gone from his forest, 
He has risen to God in the sky. 
A sage, a chief, he has risen, 

" Unto God I lift up mine eye." 
Honoured, beloved, fair to look upon, 
Like to Moses on Sinai. 



Notes and Discussion. 



499 



• yy SiOB* app "ma 

♦ yt\"T\ P^n N'O K D1» TBB3 

r6ya -nn 



DTIK *33 

nnio ^y 
inai^> 



m rmpp 

: narks? ids 

o»anwi 

; nasyi ikd 

»n mya 

j nanpi Di"?n n"?xN nm 

n d'p'pn TW TtW 
j nap™ ka din p 1 ? 

na annx nw vn 
j naaim »an ny dtbo 
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TI30 IDt? nE»K "KB 

j naait? na* -iflbtt N »ni 

^>&OB»a nion ninae* 

5 namN i^>i ton inwK 



naDD pa 1 ? 
jnaaru pa 

: naw m 



new 

HDu 

TOO 

H3DN 

mm 
nyai 



nrntoni 
nnianj 
ax anrf? "1"T DV 
nt cb)]h nxa 
na"o 'ai KS"5? nit? nxeo 
!nae6nna h^bj nrb -y j"x 

A. Berliner. 



The Pronunciation of the Letter ATN (5). 

No doubt exists among Oriental philologists as to the correct pro- 
nunciation of the letter Ayn, so that little that is new can he said on 
the subject. The aim of the following remarks is, therefore, chiefly 
to show how it should not be pronounced. Although the letter is 
one of the principal characteristics of the Semitic languages, the habit 
of articulating it falsely is Tery widely diffused. Many Jews in 
foreign countries, it is true, fancy they pronounce most grammatically 
if they speak it through the nose, but it is not taught so in the schools, 
whilst in this country, in Holland, and perhaps elsewhere, the nasal 
articulation of the y occupies the rank of a doctrine. 

It is, however, necessary to introduce this little research in 
absurdum by a brief statement about the nature of this consonant ; 
and here it is sufficient to say that it belongs to the class of the 
gutturals, and is produced by a strong compression of the throat, 
accompanied by expulsion of the breath. 

For non- Semitic individuals the pronunciation of this guttural 
sound is rather difficult, as they are inclined to relax the pressure of 

Cried a voice : Thy lair now leaving. 

To My Garden in heaven come nigh. 
" Israel " arose at this bidding, 

To be saved by the Lord on high.' 

I. A. 



